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1.​Principal aim 

“Our art curriculum aims to nurture every child’s creativity, imagination and self-expression through exploring a wide range of 

materials, techniques and artistic traditions. 

2.​Art Curriculum Intent 

‘We strive to develop children’s skills and confidence in creating, reflecting on and appreciating art, encouraging them to 

communicate ideas visually and to value art as a vital part of their cultural and personal development.” 

At OLSP, our intent is to provide a rich, inspiring art curriculum that enables all children to explore their creativity, develop artistic 

skills, and express their ideas with confidence. Through studying a diverse range of artists, cultures and techniques, we aim to 

broaden pupils’ understanding of the world and nurture a lifelong appreciation for the visual arts. Our curriculum supports 

children to experiment, take creative risks, reflect on their work and celebrate their own and others’ artistic achievements. 

Children at OLSP will: 

●​ Develop the confidence to explore their creativity and express their ideas.​
 

●​ Use a wide range of materials, tools and techniques to create art.​
 

●​ Learn about different artists, cultures and artistic movements to inspire their own work.​
 

●​ Be encouraged to experiment and take creative risks.​
 

●​ Reflect on and evaluate their artistic choices and outcomes.​
 

●​ Build skills in drawing, painting, sculpture, and mixed media.​
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●​ Appreciate and respect their own work and the work of others.​

 

●​ Enjoy art as a vital part of their personal, social and cultural development. 

 

3.​Implementation 

At OLSP, our Art curriculum follows the National Curriculum and provides children with enriching opportunities to explore, create and 

evaluate artwork. Art is taught in a way that is meaningful to our children, making links across subjects and using our local context and 

environment where appropriate. 

Our curriculum provides all children with: 

●​ Relevant and coherent substantive knowledge of art, progressively built from EYFS to Year 6​
 

●​ A grounding in disciplinary knowledge — developing as artists, designers and critical thinkers​
 

●​ Opportunities to experiment with a wide range of materials and techniques​
 

●​ Opportunities to observe, discuss and evaluate their own work and that of others​
 

●​ Experience of studying a diverse range of artists, craftspeople, and artistic traditions​
 

Vertical Concepts​
 The curriculum is built around vertical concepts such as: 

●​ Drawing and painting — Developing mark-making, observational skills, and use of colour and tone​
 

●​ Sculpture and 3D work — Exploring form, texture and construction techniques​
 

●​ Mixed media and collage — Combining materials creatively to express ideas​
 

●​ Knowledge of artists and art history — Learning about significant artists, movements and cultural contexts​
 

●​ Evaluation and reflection — Describing, analysing and improving their own and others’ artwork​
 

Disciplinary Knowledge​
 Children will: 

●​ Ask and respond to questions about art and artists​
 

●​ Observe closely and develop visual literacy​
 

●​ Use appropriate artistic vocabulary to describe and discuss artwork​
 

●​ Make creative choices in the materials and techniques they use​
 

●​ Evaluate and refine their own work, giving and receiving constructive feedback​
 

Alignment to National Curriculum​
 Our Art curriculum aligns with and extends the aims of the National Curriculum, ensuring a breadth of creative experience and depth 

of understanding that prepares pupils for future artistic opportunities and inspires a lifelong enjoyment of the visual arts. 

 



  
4. Impact​

 Through our Art curriculum, children will: 

●​ Develop as a confident, creative, and reflective artist 

●​ Express themselves through a range of artistic techniques and media 

●​ Develop an appreciation of a wide range of artistic styles, movements, and cultural traditions 

●​ Understand how art contributes to cultural heritage, community identity, and personal well-being 

5. SEND Provision  

●​  Art and Design is inclusive, and all pupils are allowed to travel the same creative journey regardless of their ability to access core 

lessons.  

●​ SEND pupils often benefit from an explicit focus and pre-teaching of disciplinary vocabulary.  

●​ For visually impaired pupils, Art learning may necessitate audio description of images. Art may also be a tactile experience – 

handling real paintings and sculptures to feel the textures.  

●​ For dyslexic pupils, artists' research can be completed through visual literacy and notes can be made in sketch format, removing 

the reading and writing barrier.  

●​ For pupils with fine motor difficulties, chunky tools such as pencils and paintbrushes may be provided to support grip and 

control. Other equipment to support access may also be used.  

●​ Teachers may identify and break down the components of the subject curriculum into manageable chunks  

●​ The use of high-quality WAGOLLS that are easily accessible often scaffolds the learning for SEND pupils 

 

6. Assessment​
 At OLSP, assessment in Art is ongoing and formative, supporting children’s progress as artists. Teachers assess children’s 
understanding, skills and knowledge through observation, discussion and careful review of children’s sketchbooks and finished 
pieces. Key aspects of art — including drawing, painting, sculpture and evaluation — are monitored throughout each unit of work. 

We celebrate children’s artistic achievements through regular displays around the school and by opening classes to parents and 
carers to view their children’s artwork. This enables staff to monitor progress across year groups, identify areas of strength and 
development, and plan next steps in teaching to ensure all children achieve their artistic potential. 

 

7. The National Curriculum ART objectives  

 



  

8. Progression of Skills  

Drawing, Painting, Printing, Sculpture, Textiles, Collage and Responding to Art 
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